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About our District, Valley Stream UFSD13, has four elementary schools: James A. Dever, Howell 

Road, Wheeler Avenue, and Willow Road   We are located in a residential suburban area on Long Island, 

New York.  We currently service approximately 2,100 students in grades kindergarten through six. 
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Technology Committee Members 

Linda Alesi   Chairperson, Technology Specialist 

MaryEllen Panagiotidis      Dever classroom teacher 

Kim Pierson      Dever resources room teacher 

Jayne Hartten      Dever classroom teacher 

Carole Hawkins    Dever classroom teacher 

Anna Mihalos       Howell reading teacher 

Cindy Gervasi        Howell reading teacher 

Nada Tannen     Howell librarian 

Pat Hopkins     Howell reading teacher 

Roxanne McDonald Dever librarian 

Emily Canzoneri Wheeler special education teacher 

Erica Sheid    Wheeler classroom teacher 

Enrico Perciballi Wheeler classroom teacher 

Lynn Bohnet Wheeler classroom teacher 

Ilona Finkelstein Willow reading teacher 

Elena Bagge Willow reading teacher 

Susan Nissen Willow psychologist 

Carole Anne Gravert Willow librarian 

Janet Hoffner Willow music teachet 

Darren Gruen Dever building principal 

Teresa Bolz Wheeler librarian 

Meredith Brosnan Asst. Supt. for Business 

Maria Cassano Wheeler classroom teacher 

Jennifer Cymbler Wheeler ESL teacher 

Rich Rosenfeld Howell classroom teacher 
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The Technology Committee addresses technology needs District-wide to ensure that the 

needs of educators and students are met.  This committee is comprised of representatives from 

each school, including teachers, media aides, librarians and administrators. The committee meets 

regularly to discuss current needs, concerns, and suggestions for improvement. This committee 

was also charged with updating the Districtôs Technology Plan in compliance with New York 

State regulations. 

The following educators also contributed to the development of this Technology Plan: 

Dr. Elizabeth Lison, Superintendent of Schools and Linda Roth, Assistant Superintendent for 

Curriculum and Instruction.  
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Mission Statement 

Through the efforts of home, school, and community, the schools of Valley Stream District 
Thirteen strive to enable students to become independent, responsible, self-confident, and 
motivated towards lifelong learning. To this end, the school District offers its entire 
community of learners a varied and challenging curriculum in a nurturing environment 
that is conducive to teaching and learning. We expect our children to consider important 
ideas, to master basic skills, to develop keen problem solving skills, to develop social 
responsibility, and to set high personal goals. We expect our children to become literate in 
the traditional sense, as well as in the areas of technology, science, and mathematics. 

 

The mission of Valley Stream UFSD13School District is to empower all students to become 

lifelong learners who can achieve their potential.  We wish to create an environment to permit 

engaged learners to flourish. Substantial improvements in the quality of our educational system 

will result from increased use of appropriate computer-related instructional technologies.  

Through the use of technology, various learning styles will be addressed so that all students can 

learn and achieve success.   ñAn important part of our mission is to learn to use technology and 

use technology to learn.ò-Alan November.   

Valley Stream UFSD13 strives to offer teachers, staff and students the highest standard of 

technology possible.  Teachers will receive training as well as ongoing support on technology 

equipment and curriculum integration.  No longer will classrooms be confined by time and 

space.  Our children will truly be connected learners, sharing, exploring, and evaluating 

information through many forms of interactive technology.  ñRather than talk about making 

students computer literate or technically literate, there are now two essential literacies: 

information literacy and communications literacy.ò Alan November, Empowering Students with 

Technology 2001 
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Vision 

Valley Stream School District Thirteen will enable each child to be prepared to meet the 
challenges of today and tomorrow by: recognizing the individuality and intrinsic worth of 
each child; helping each child to learn the necessary academic skills; encouraging each 

child to take risks in order to maximize his or her potential; enabling each child to develop 
positive social and ethical skills to become a contributing member of society; and 
providing an environment that nurtures self-esteem and promotes health through 

collaboration with family and community. 

 ñWhere Children come firstò 

The vision of the Valley Stream UFSD13 is to create a student-centered, technology-

enhanced learning environment in which students, staff and community are able to 

effectively use technology with confidence and competence creating seamless integration 

of technology into all phases of the curriculum, thereby raising student achievement and 

fostering life-long learning. Through the use of technology, various learning styles will 

be addressed so that all students can learn and achieve success in a diverse society. 

ñIn a time of drastic change, it is the learners who inherit the future.  

The learned usually find themselves equipped to live in a world that no longer exists.ò           
Eric Hoffer 
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Belief Statements 

1. Student learning is the focus and goal for all technology applications in our 

schools. 

2. Technology is a tool and a means to achieve specific goals. 

3. Students must have appropriate access to information technology if they are to 

compete effectively with their peers in other states and in other countries and if 

they are to become successful adults. 

4. Students must become information literate if they are to face the challenges and 

enjoy the opportunities of working and living in a global economy and society. 

5. Students will become lifelong learners and active participants in our democratic 

society by effectively and critically using technology applications.  

6. Professional development in the use and integration of instructional technologies 

is essential for student achievement. 

7. Truly collaborative partnerships with parents and businesses are essential for the 

use of instructional technology to have the impact on student learning envisioned 

by Valley Stream UFSD13. 

8. ñThe Internet is the difference between maintaining a relatively isolated classroom 

as its own entity and building a networked learning environment for students and 

a more professional culture for teachers.ò- Alan November 

9. Videoconferences will permit our students opportunities to meet experts and 

students worldwide. 

10.  Technology is a tool that should be used to enhance education.  Students and 

teachers should use it on a regular basis. 
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District Technology Goals 

Impact 

The impact of technology on our world is evident in every aspect of our lives. 

Technology has and will continue to produce unprecedented changes in the way we work, 

play, communicate, and relate to others. Students must be prepared for the life they will 

lead when they graduate school, not life as it is today.  The goal of this Technology Plan 

is to provide students authentic learning environments, use of multimedia tools, global 

resources, access to Internet sources, and the skills needed to access information and use 

technology efficiently and productively. Students today are the first generation to be 

global publishers.  

Opportunities for Students 

 One of our Districtôs goals is to provide opportunities for our students to communicate 

with peers and experts throughout the worldðthe global audience. Videoconferences will 

permit our students to communicate with experts and students worldwide.  The District 

strives to integrate technology into all areas of the curriculum.  The ultimate goal of our 

efforts is to achieve improved and enhanced student learning with the aid of appropriate 

technology. 

2007-2008 School Year: Focus 

In 2007-2008 the District will focus on integrating technology into the K- 6 grade Math 

and Science curriculum. Efforts will continue to support our struggling primary grade 

learners utilizing Fasttmath.  Fasttmath was successfully implemented into our third 

grade classrooms in 2006-2007. In 2007-2008 we will implement Fasttmath into our 

fourth grade classrooms. In addition the District is planning to implement a  highly 

effective, research-based Math Program. This program will be comprised of a print and 

electronic component, with online assessment tools, an online textbook that meets NYS 

Math standards.  The District has created a new math website with resources for all the 

content strands for each grade level. In addition the District is currently using Science 21 

and has created webpages with online resources for students, teachers and community 

members. 
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2008-2009 School Year: Focus 

The District plans to integrate technology into our K-6 grade ELA curriculum in 2008-

2009.  In the same school year, we will integrate technology into the K-6 grade Social 

Studies curriculum.  In 2007-2008 the District will pilot a Social Studies\ELA online 

curriculum with links to websites, online lesson plans and video materials through 

powermediaplus.com for our first through fifth grade classes.   

2009-2010 School Year: Focus 

In the 2009- 2010 school year, the District will focus on our ELA curriculum.  The 

District is currently using Waterford Early Literacy (level one)for all of our kindergarten 

students.  We are looking to add levels two and three to enhance learning for our 

kindergarteners.  ReadAbout is a reading program currently used for all of our fourth 

grade students.  We have completed the initial evaluation on the programôs effectiveness 

and will possibly expand this program for other grade levels.  With regard to ESL 

students, Valley Stream UFSD13 utilizes The Waterford Early Literacy Program.  We are 

looking to upgrade our program to the new version that offers more multimedia materials.  

The Social Studies\ELA online curriculum should be fully implemented into both 

curriculum areas by 2009-2010 with professional development available for our teachers. 

Social Networking 

It would be foolish to ignore or ban all social networking and Web2.0 tools such as 

WIKI, blogs, podcasting, Flickr, Del.icio.us, instant messaging, Facebook, Wikipedia My 

Space, You Tube and RSS feeds.  Our District will look for educational ways to use these 

new powerful tools to learn with. The District has filtering in place which may prevent 

easy access to some of these tools.  In a recent survey done by Valley Stream 

UFSD13(Feb 2007) we concluded that 48% of our third through sixth graders polled use 

cell phones daily, 39% use e-mail and 32% use instant messaging.  Forty-six percent say 

connect with they connect with other students from our four schools; 27% communicate 

with other kids locally; and 11% communicate with kid from s across the country and 8% 

communicate with kids from across the world.  Additional, video games give kids the 

opportunity to team and collaborate with kids across the globe. Games such as X-BOX, 

Ninetendo WII all have online components and chat as part of their programs, PC Games 
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such as, World of Warcraft. has with 8 million players worldwide.  There was a strong 

correlation between video game skills and a surgeon's capabilities performing 

laparoscopic surgery in the study published in the February issue of Archives of Surgery. 

Out of 33 surgeons from Beth Israel Medical Center in New York that participated in the 

study, nine doctors who had at some point played video games at least three hours per 

week, made 37 percent fewer errors, performed 27 percent faster, and scored 42 percent 

better in the test of surgical skills than the 15 surgeons who had never played video 

games before. It supports previous research that video games can improve "fine motor 

skills, eye-hand coordination, visual attention, depth perception and computer 

competency," the study said.  

Future Technology Applications 

The District will keep their eyes open for technology applications that will increase 

student learning.  There are Districts on Long Island looking into purchasing laptops for 

students in a particular grade.  Valley Stream UFSD13will always look at providing 

students with opportunities that match District goals, vision and finance.   

 Our computers must be capable of producing multimedia presentations, accessing world-

wide information and running present day educational software, applications, and 

simulations.  Our classrooms are wired for Internet access to bring in a variety of 

resources from many perspectives.  Each school is connected via fiber connectivity to the 

District wide area network located at James A. Dever.   The District wide area network 

has application servers: SASI, ReadAbout,  Exchange 2007, Destiny Follet, Windows 

Update, Waterford Media, Read180, and instruct server (which has all other network 

programs and file sharing).  The District is currently looking into a web server, a file 

sharing server, and report card server for the future.   

The District is looking into video streaming service that will provide high quality content, 

with NY State standards.  We are currently piloting SAFARI with great success and 

looking to implement it into our curriculum maps. 



 

          10 

Special Education 

Our special education and resource room teachers will be implementing a new program 

called IEP Direct.  It is web-based, and they have already begun to receive professional 

development on it.  The District will synchronize our student management system SASI 

files with IEP to make it easier for our teachers to create an IEP, and our classroom 

teachers will have access to their studentsô IEP via an electronic means which should be 

more secure for our studentsô privacy.  Teachers will have access to their studentsô files 

in the SASI student management system beginning Sept. 2007.   The Technology 

Department will w ork with Nassau BOCES in providing a secure login and easy access 

for every classroom teacher.  We will need to create usernames and passwords for all 

teachers, map drives to the SASI network and create a shortcut to the SASI program.   

The business office is currently receiving technology support for inventory, 

transportation, and financial software. 

Professional Development 

Administration will also be provided with professional development to enhance their 

ability to effect improved student learning through data driven decisions. Administration 

will further encourage and support technology use among all staff members and students. 

The District will strive to update the computers, keep the network up and running, repair 

and replace equipment as needed.  

The teachers will be offered professional development through workshops, one to one 

sessions, in-service courses, faculty meetings and peer coaching experiences to empower 

them to effectively take advantage of web resources and professional development 

websites as they design technology-embedded lessons and units of study. The District 

website will provide a variety of exceptional links according to grade level and subject 

area for teachers and students to use.  The Technology Department and curriculum 

department will provide additional support as needed.  

Pilots 

The District began piloting presentation carts with wireless laptops, projectors and mobile 

carts in 2006-2007.  This pilot has been more successful than we ever imagined with 

teachers and students creating multimedia presentations to introduce words of the week, 
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vocabulary, Jeopardy PowerPointôs and Demonstration PowerPointôs, and video 

streaming movies onto a large screen captivating our studentsô attention.   The District 

plans to expand our presentation carts in the classrooms and add Mimio interactivity to 

the classroom whiteboards.  These carts are mobile, and our goal is to have one per grade 

level.  The teachers have taught one another how to use them and are sharing them on a 

regular basis. Our teachers stated in the survey that they feel these above mentioned 

tools; laptops, presentation carts, projectors and interactive boards have the greatest 

potential for enhancing student learning. 

Electronic Data Requirements 

Electronic data requirements from NY State have increased significantly over the past 

two years.  The Technology Department will continue to provide technical support for 

District data, assisting in extracting files needed for nySTART and Nassau BOCES Data 

Warehousing.  Additionally, we will be active members in Nassau BOCES Data 

Warehouse and utilize the District data to assist us in making intelligent decisions to aid 

in our studentsô learning.  Realizing that District data (student and financial) are too 

important to ever lose due to mechanical failure or catastrophes, we will backup essential 

data in a secure, off-premise location in Westbury and Florida with Open Access. 

Electronic Communication 

Valley Stream UFSD13implemented our own e-mail server Exchange 2007 with 

distribution lists for committees, grade level teachers, reading teachers, librarians, and 

building staff.   It also has the ability to schedule meetings which is extremely beneficial 

for planning of our staff development and committee meetings.  This e-mail system 

began implementation in Feb. 2007 and will continue to expand our means to 

communicate with each other electronically.  All of our principals send their weekly 

newsletters via e-mail.   Teachers (end of the year evaluations) were given electronically 

in June of 2006.  We will continue to expand our electronic communications wherever 

possible 

Library System 

All of our libraries have Follet Destiny, projectors, 

Internet access, connect to the wide area network server 
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and have access to network programs.  The Technology Department updates the library 

system with the studentsô management system bi-monthly.  The District subscribes to 

Webpath express title search.  Our libraries each have online subscriptions to Worldbook, 

EBSCO, Proquest, and Galenet.  Our libraries have gone public with their own webpages, 

and the community has the ability to search our book collections.  The library databases are 

now linked on their school library webpage. The library collection can be accessed through 

their catalogue section from any computer in the District. 

Technology Goals 

Students 

New York State has adopted National Educational Technology Standards for Students 

Refreshed NETS Standards for Students 1/4/07 

I. Creativity and Innovation  
II.  Communication and Collaboration  

III.  Research and Information Retrieval  

IV.  Critical Thinking, Problem -Solving and Decision-Making  

V. Digital Citizenship 

VI.  Technology Operations and Concepts 

We expect our students to develop skill sets enhanced by technology that will enable 

them to develop cognitively, behaviorally and personally by: 

Á instilling the realization that learning is not confined to the classroom; 

Á developing life-long learning skills such as critical thinking, information processing, 

problem-solving, decision-making, communication, and creativity; 

Á participating in global collaborative and cooperative learning experiences that meet 

individual studentsô needs, interests, and learning styles; 

Á expressing knowledge and skills in multiple ways; 

Á participating in opportunities to learn from ñreal-life information and experienceò; 

Á engaging in experiences in which they, as students, can contribute to and improve society 

immediately rather than at some future time; 

Á utilizing simulations and modeling programs; 

Á receiving immediate and multiple feedback; 

Á understanding that the responsibility of learning is shared by teachers, parents, students, 

and the community; 

Á developing ways in which they can evaluate and assist others in learning; and 

Á understanding safety rules for the navigation and use of electronic media. 

This challenge should be about using new tools to help students master the key concepts and 

skills embedded in the science, social studies, art and other curriculum standards. It is not so 

much about powerpointing, spreadsheeting or word processing. The focus should be on 

teaching and learning strategies that make a difference in daily practice ð on activities 

translating into stronger student performance. As a result of these practices and the use of 

these new tools, students should be able to . . . 
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 read, reason and write more powerfully  

 communicate productively with members of a global community  

 conduct thoughtful research into the important questions, choices and issues of their times  

 make sense of a confusing world and a swelling tide of information  

 perform well on the new, more demanding state tests requiring inferential reasoning 

 

We expect our students to develop skill sets enhanced by technology that will enable them to 

develop cognitively, behaviorally, and personally by: instilling the realization that learning is not 

confined to the classroom; participating in global collaborative and cooperative learning 

experiences that meet individual studentsô needs, interests, and learning styles; participating in 

opportunities to learn from ñreal-life information and experienceò, and receiving immediate and 

multiple feedback. Technology clearly facilitates achieving the aforementioned goals.  

The District will use ISTE Profiles for Technology-Literate Students Performance 

Indicators as another benchmark for evaluating technology integration. 
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Profiles for Technology Literate Students 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS FOR TECHNOLOGYðLITERATE STUDENTS 

GRADES PreKINDERGARTEN THROUGH SECOND GRADERS 

All students should have opportunities to demonstrate the following performances. 

Prior to completion of Grade 2, students will: 

1.Use input devices (e.g., mouse, keyboard, remote control) and output devices (e.g., monitor, 
printer) to successfully operate computers, VCRs, audiotapes, and other technologies. (1) 

2.Use a variety of media and technology resources for directed and independent learning 
activities. (1, 3) 

3.Communicate about technology using developmentally appropriate and accurate terminology. 
(1) 

4.Use developmentally appropriate multimedia resources (e.g., interactive books, educational 
software, elementary multimedia encyclopedias) to support learning. (1) 

5.Work cooperatively and collaboratively with peers, family members, and others when using 
technology in the classroom. (2) 

6.Demonstrate positive social and ethical behaviors when using technology. (2) 

7.Practice responsible use of technology systems and software. (2) 

8.Create developmentally appropriate multimedia products with support from teachers, family 
members, or student partners. (3) 

9.Use technology resources (e.g., puzzles, logical thinking programs, writing tools, digital 
cameras, drawing tools) for problem solving, communication, and illustration of thoughts, ideas, 
and stories. (3, 4, 5, 6) 

10.Gather information and communicate with others using telecommunications, with support from 
teachers, family members, or student partners. (4) 
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GRADES 3-5 

All students should have opportunities to demonstrate the following performances. 

Prior to completion of Grade 5, students will: 

1.Use keyboards and other common input and output devices (including adaptive devices when 
necessary) efficiently and effectively. (1) 

2.Discuss common uses of technology in daily life and the advantages and disadvantages those 
uses provide. (1, 2) 

3.Discuss basic issues related to responsible use of technology and information and describe 
personal consequences of inappropriate use. (2) 

4.Use general purpose productivity tools and peripherals to support personal productivity, 
remediate skill deficits, and facilitate learning throughout the curriculum. (3) 

5.Use technology tools (e.g., multimedia authoring, presentation, Web tools, digital cameras, 
scanners) for individual and collaborative writing, communication, and publishing activities to 
create knowledge products for audiences inside and outside the classroom. (3, 4) 

6.Use telecommunications efficiently to access remote information, communicate with others in 
support of direct and independent learning, and pursue personal interests. (4) 

7.Use telecommunications and online resources (e.g., e-mail, online discussions, Web 
environments) to participate in collaborative problem-solving activities for the purpose of 
developing solutions or products for audiences inside and outside the classroom. (4, 5) 

8.Use technology resources (e.g., calculators, data collection probes, videos, educational 
software) for problem solving, self-directed learning, and extended learning activities. (5, 6) 

9.Determine which technology is useful and select the appropriate tool(s) and technology 
resources to address a variety of tasks and problems. (5, 6) 

10.Evaluate the accuracy, relevance, appropriateness, comprehensiveness, and bias of 
electronic information sources. (6) 
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GRADES 6-8 

All students should have opportunities to demonstrate the following performances.  

Prior to completion of Grade 8, students will: 

1.Apply strategies for identifying and solving routine hardware and software problems that occur 
during everyday use. (1) 

2.Demonstrate knowledge of current changes in information technologies and the effect those 
changes have on the workplace and society. (2) 

3.Exhibit legal and ethical behaviors when using information and technology, and discuss 
consequences of misuse. (2) 

4.Use content-specific tools, software, and simulations (e.g., environmental probes, graphing 
calculators, exploratory environments, Web tools) to support learning and research. (3, 5) 

5.Apply productivity/multimedia tools and peripherals to support personal productivity, group 
collaboration, and learning throughout the curriculum. (3, 6) 

6.Design, develop, publish, and present products (e.g., Web pages, videotapes) using technology 
resources that demonstrate and communicate curriculum concepts to audiences inside and 
outside the classroom. (4, 5, 6) 

7.Collaborate with peers, experts, and others using telecommunications and collaborative tools to 
investigate curriculum-related problems, issues, and information, and to develop solutions or 
products for audiences inside and outside the classroom. (4, 5) 

8.Select and use appropriate tools and technology resources to accomplish a variety of tasks and 
solve problems. (5, 6) 

9.Demonstrate an understanding of concepts underlying hardware, software, and connectivity, 
and of practical applications to learning and problem solving. (1, 6) 

10.Research and evaluate the accuracy, relevance, appropriateness, comprehensiveness, and 

bias of electronic information sources concerning real-world problems. (2, 5, 6) 
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Teachers 

New York State has adopted National Educational Technology Standards for Teachers 

Net Standards for Teachers  
I.  Basic Educational Technology Literacy 

II.  Planning and Designing Learning Experiences 

III.  Teaching/Learning the Curriculum  

IV.  Assessment and Evaluation 

V. Safe and Responsible Use of Technology 

VI.  Professional Practice 

Means (2000) recommends that teachers should have basic technology skills and be able 

to: 

 Use technology for personal productivity; 

 Use technology to support learning in a subject area; 

 Design or adapt technology-supported learning activities; 

 Manage student-centered, technology-supported activities; and 

 Assess student skills within the context of technology-supported activities. 

We expect our teachers to be active participants in learning who can competently and 

confidently find, sort, evaluate, analyze, and integrate information by: 

 creating learning environments that embrace ideas, change, differences, and 

exploration;  

 guiding students in activities to encourage the development of lifelong learning skills; 

 updating and sharing the knowledge of appropriate technology tools to prepare lessons 

and encourage inquiry; 

 encouraging students to know themselves and the world around them through the 

effective and responsible use of electronic resources that extend the borders of the 

classroom; and 

 utilizing constructivist teaching methods and technology-based resources to its fullest 

potential. 

 

Administrators 

New York State has adopted National Educational Technology Standards for Administrat ors 

According to the NETS for Administrat ors(2002)  

I. Leadership and Vision. 

II. Learning and Teaching 

III. Productivity and Professional Practice 

IV. Support, Management, and Operations 

V. Assessment and Evaluation 

VI. Social, Legal, and Ethical Issues. 

We expect our administrators to model the effective 

use of technology in their daily work by: 

Á making technology expenditures that consider the 

scalability of equipment, the accessibility of the 

technology tools for all learners, the safety of the school 
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community, and the continued advancement of student performance;  

Á creating a climate that encourages staff, students, and community members to actively 

participate in the Districtôs vision to nurture lifelong learners who continually refine their 

skills to meet the challenging needs of an information society; 

Á providing professional development training and opportunities to all staff using a variety of 

resources and models; 

Á conducting continual needs assessment of professional development; 

Á ensuring that new curriculum units integrate technology as a means of instruction; 

Á providing methods, resources, and support to assist implementation of technology into the 

classroom; 

Á understanding that technology can have the greatest impact when integrated into the 

curriculum to achieve clear, measurable educational objectives; 

Á ensuring optimal technology support and maintenance using a variety of resources and 

methods; 

Á adopting a comprehensive, standardized software package to support student and 

administrative data management, analysis, and reporting; 

Á studying future incorporation of a classroom management system to interface with other 

administrative software; 

Á establishing a system of ongoing evaluation to assess technology applications, teacher 

preparations, and training; and 

Á developing a consistent process of data collection to assess the progress of implementing the 

recommendations of this plan. 

 

Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen Website 

 The District website is continually evolving to stay current and provide the resources for 

students, teachers and community members.  The following features have been added to our 

website:  
 School Board policies- all Board of Education policies are posted online 

 School lunch menus posted 

 Board of Education meetings posted through scroll message along with important community data 

 District Calendar 

 Math websites with hyperlinks according to content strands and grade level 

 Science 21with hyperlinks according to topic and grade level 

 Curriculum Maps posted in the Professional Development section of our website 

 Links to District e-mail 

 Links to IEP direct 

 

Access to Technology 
 It is the intention and plan of the Valley Stream UFSD13 School District that all students and teachers have 

the best possible access to technology resources possible.  To improve the access to technology, the following is 

planned: 

 Provide the best hardware possible in each classroom, allowing students to take full advantage of 

current technology resources;  

 Ensure that students are taught information literacy, research skills and communication literacy;  

 Empowering students to be in control of their own learning environments as teachers facilitate their 

learning; 

 Foster the development of students as thinkers, problem solvers and inventors; 

 Create learning situations that involve exploration and discovery;  
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 Engage children in authentic and multidisciplinary tasks;  

 Invite students to participate in interactive modes of instruction;  

 Encourage students to work collaboratively;  

 Develop assessments based upon students' performance of real-world tasks;  

 Fully integrate technology into all  curriculum areas and include technology resources into our 

curriculum maps; and 

 Enhance communication between the District and the community using technology tools. 

According to the 2004 National Education Technology Plan, ñWe have clearly reached a turning 

point. All over this country, we see evidence of a new excitement in education, a new determination, 

a hunger for change. The technology that has so dramatically changed the world outside our schools 

is now changing the learning and teaching environment within them. The use of a wide range of 

technologies in schools can thus support and prepare students for work settings of the future.ò 
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Current and Future Instructional Use of Technology 
State of technology now:  Our vision is for all students to: 

Basic computer skills are taught inconsistently 

depending on the teacherôs technical ability.  These 

skills are taught  through interactive educational 

games and educational websites.  

Using the curriculum integration plan, all students in our 

District will learn the computer literacy skills essential to 

becoming ñtechnology-literateò students. The ISTE 

Performance Indicators for Technology-Literate Students 

form a foundation for this plan. We look forward to 

incorporating  technology resources and tools into all of our 

curriculum maps. 

Learn basic keyboarding skills in 3
rd
 grade using 

Mavis Beacon for ten minutes in the computer lab 

once a week. 

Become proficient typists using two hands by sixth grade.  

Keyboarding basics will begin in Kindergarten and continue 

through the grades.                                                                                                                                    

All students have access to the world of 

information from the center of learning ï their 

classroom, computer lab and library. 

Students and teachers will understand information literacy, 

determine fact from fiction and indentify the source of the 

information online. 

Most fourth grade classes create research based 

multi-media informational presentations with their 

teachers and librarians. 

Provide consistency that all schools are doing this project 

and expand to other grade levels. 

Use software and/or websites to learn a subject in a 

particular curriculum area. 

Better understand the connections between disciplines by 

using integrated curriculum units and learning centers.  

Valley Stream UFSD13is planning on using Social 

Studies\ELA online curriculum in 2007-2008. 

All Kindergarteners are using Waterford Early 

Literacy Program - level 1- in their classrooms. 

Kindergarten students will use Waterford Early Literacy 

Program,  levels 1, 2 or 3 depending on their ability. 

All third grade classes have Fasttmath and are 

using it for  intervention -  ten minutes a day. 

Third and Fourth Grade classes will use Fasttmath for 

intervention - ten minutes a day. 

All fourth grade classes are using ReadAbout. All fourth and fifth grade classes are using ReadAbout. 

Using Internet websites for information All students are knowledgeable in information literacy and 

communication literacy skills. 

Use technology to reinforce skills in each 

curriculum area. 

Use technology to explore, discover and learn new 

information and/or skills in each curriculum area. 

Access online database that students have access to 

in the library, computer lab, classroom and at 

home.  These include World Book online, EBSCO, 

Teaching Books, Galenet, and Proquest   

Expand the amount of online databases available and make 

sure they are easy to use and suitable for our District. 

Training is given to students and staff on using these 

databases. 

Online subscriptions to Brainpop, TumbleBooks, 

Enchanted Learning, Worldbook, Reading A-

Z.com, Vocabulary A-Z.com. 

The Technology Committee will research programs that fit 

with the NY State standards and District curriculum needs.  

We will continue to expand our online subscription 

programs. 

Using word processing to type reports and letters.  Students will be knowledgeable of all the graphic symbols of 

the standard, formatting and drawing toolbars by fourth 

grade. Students will use pictures, table and borders, 

templates and columns by sixth grade. 

Network Programs for the Kindergarten through 

second grade- Baileyôsô Book House,  Milliesô 

Math House, Jumpstart Kindergarten, Jumpstart 

First Grade, Jumpstart Second Grade, Graphers, 

Kidspix, Kidspiration, Tenth Planet Word Parts & 

Tenth Planet Roots. 

The Technology Committee will research programs that fit 

with the NY State standards and District curriculum needs 

and continue to expand our network programs. 
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Current and Future Instructional Use of Technology- continued 

Network Programs for grades 3-6: Where in the 

World is Carmen Sandiego?, Oregon Trail, 

Printshop, Numbers Undercover, Math Essentials -

Addition and Subtraction, Math Essentials-

Multiplication and Division, Factory Deluxe, 

Inspiration, Thinking Maps, Mavis Beacon Teaches 

Typing, Field Trip to the Earth, Field Trip to the Sea 

and Fraction Attraction.  

The Technology Committee will research programs that fit 

with the NY State standards and District curriculum needs 

and continue to expand our network programs. 

Students increase their ELA skills and develop 

better understanding of key concepts through the 

creation of reports. 

Through word processing programs, students will improve 

their ELA skills in reading, writing and word concepts by 

using tools such as grammar, spell check and thesaurus 

during the writing editing process. 

Students will construct reports, write creative stories 

and draw graphic computer illustrations. 

Create multimedia reports in different disciplines using 

peripherals like scanners, digital cameras and video 

cameras.  

Students analyze and appreciate data by 

constructing spreadsheets and graphs. 

Students will participate in projects-exchanging data and 

interpreting data with other students and experts. 

Students inconsistently typing appropriate words 

into search engines (depending on instructor). 

Learn and use Information Literacy and Internet Search 

Techniques 

Powermediaplus video streaming services available 

containing 3,200 videos, 21,000 video clips, 6,000 

audio files, 5,000 print resources, and  25,000 

photographs and podcasts. 

Powermediaplus video streaming services available 

containing  3,200 videos, 21,000 video clips, 6,000 audio 

files, 5,000 print resources, and  25,000 photographs and 

podcasts 

Presently piloting SAFARI Multimedia video has 

1,000 videos from National Geographic, Disney 

Educational Productions, A&E, PBS, WGBH 

Boston, Scholastic, Weston Woods, BBC 

Worldwide and  content from Schlessinger Media 

SAFARI Multimedia video has 1,000 videos from National 

Geographic, Disney Educational Productions, A&E, PBS, 

WGBH Boston, Scholastic, Weston Woods, BBC 

Worldwide and  content from Schlessinger Media 

Videoconferencing in some schools. Providing opportunities for all students to participate in 

interactive discussions with experts, scientists, museums, 

cultural centers and other students. 

In some classes, depending on the teacher, students 

participate  in a global project. 

All students in sixth grade will participate in a global 

project that pertains to their curriculum. 

Technology resources are included in some 

curriculum maps. 

Technology resources, and examples will be included in all 

curriculum maps. 

All students will be technology literate. All students will be technology, media and communication 

literate. 

Results from our survey: 86%of  our teachers report using technology daily; 95% indicate technology has 

increased their studentsô motivation;. 84% of our teachers rate their own technology skills between good 

to expert; and 81% state they use teaching strategies that incorporate technology in lessons weekly or 

daily. 

ñWe cannot assume that our schools will naturally drift toward using technology effectively. We must commit 

ourselves to staying the course and making the changes necessary to reach our goals of educating every child. These 

are ambitious goals, but they are goals worthy of a great nation such as ours. Together, we can use technology to 

ensure that no child is left behind.ò -- President George W. Bush   
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Current and Future Administrative Use of Technology 

Current  Future 

E-mail is used for communication with staff members 

(76% of our teachers check e-mail daily). 

E-mail is used for sending our weekly newsletters to 

staff. 

Additionally,  end of year evaluations are sent via e-

mail. 

District wide distribution lists. 

Shared professional development calendar. 

All staff members will have access to District e-mail. 

E-mail will be a primary form of communication.   

The Leadership Team uses PDAs to store 

appointments and emergency phone numbers of 

students. 

Leadership will share information using PDAs. 

Sharing appointments with secretaries through 

Outlook, so either can update it. 

Create appointments with other leadership members 

through Outlook. 

Valley Stream UFSD Thirteen is learning to sort and 

analyze data through Nassau BOCES  Data 

Warehousing. 

Data information is used to make administrative 

decisions thereby enhancing student  learning and 

standardized test scores. 

SASI information will be shared instantly and 

accurately within the District among principals, office 

staff, and central office. 

Al l teachers will have access to SASI; their IEP 

information will be accessed through IEP direct from 

SASI. 

Use technology when making presentations Administrative presentations will be available online for 

community members who are unable to attend Board of 

Ed meetings. 

Only central office personnel has access to finance 

manager. 

Have other personnel members use finance manager to 

generate purchase order requests. 
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Strategies to Improve Academic Achievement and Teacher 
Effectiveness 

We have pockets of excellence which we plan to expand upon.  Some classrooms are 

using technology, transforming the learning environment into discovery-based, constructive 

classrooms.  Other classrooms are just using it with educational games as reinforcement tools. 

We need to reach those classes and empower the teachers and the students to understand the 

potential.   Some teachers are intimidated by the technology skills their students possess.  Many 

are unsure what their role is in regard to technology in the classroom.  Most students have 

computer experience through home access, but few children have formal training.  Teachers need 

to provide formal training for students to learn to use technology and to use technology to learn. 

The Technology Committee came to an agreement on a suggested list of Technology 

Embedded Learning Tasks for each grade level.  Our goal for the 2007-2008 school year is to 

integrate Math and Science technology projects into all classes. This will be done through 

professional development workshops, one-on-one coaching sessions, resources on the 

professional development website and grade level links, a technology newsletter, and the 

ongoing systems support by the technology department.  

Currently our Math Committee members are researching instructional programs and 

software that will support teachersô implementation of NY State math standards project-based 

units of study in our first and fifth grade classes.  We will be further infusing technology into our 

ELA curriculum during the 2008-2009.  In our 2007-2008 school year, we will begin Social 

Studies\ELA online curriculum through Putnam\North Westchester BOCES.  This curriculum 

provides lesson plans in core content, student handouts, teacher masters, technology resources 

and links to video streaming available through Powermediaplus.  Social Studies curriculum will 

be further enhanced during the 2009-2010 school year.  Teachers will be encouraged to 

incorporate technology into all curriculum areas, but the aforementioned subject areas will be the 

focus of our targeted professional development efforts to improve student learning and teacher 

effectiveness. 

The District envisions classes in each grade level moving beyond literacy and integrating 

uses of technology to transforming uses and will be providing focused staff development to 

facilitate effective implementation plans. We will be incorporating the National Educational 

Technology new refresh Standards (NETS) for Students, Teachers and Administrators.  We will 
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be using the *Performance Indicators from Profiles for Technology Literate Students created by 

International Society of Technology in Education (ISTE) as benchmarks in our evaluation 

process.  

The Technology Committee recommended Technology Embedded Learning Tasks for 

each grade level.  The District will provide quality teacher training in both the technical, as well 

as the pedagogical, aspects of designing and delivering engaging technology embedded learning 

units of study. District and building level school administrators will ensure that time is provided 

for teams of teachers and support personnel to collaborate on designing these engaging units and 

sharing best practices amongst the schools. 

Progress will require a multi-dimensional approach to instruction.  It is clear that teachers 

must be provided appropriate professional development that directly relates to their standards-

based curriculum.  Students should be provided an opportunity to learn basic technology skills, 

information literacy and communication literacy skills within the context of real-world projects.  

Administration needs to assess, evaluate and support technology-implementation efforts. The 

Technology Department must make technology accessible to all teachers and students.  It should 

be user-friendly for all. Technology support should be timely, consistent, reliable and 

professional. 

Presently our District uses the Waterford Electronic Learning Early Literacy Program to 

help our kindergarten and struggling reading students with early literacy skills: phonemic 

awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, word analysis, sight word recognition, and 

comprehension strategies.  We currently are utilizing level one with our kindergarten students.  

Several teachers have mentioned they have students who are ready for levels two and three.  The 

District is hoping to expand the levels for our brighter kindergarten students. The District 

implemented the Scholastic Read 180 Print and Electronic Intervention Program to address our 

intermediate level studentsô difficulties with reading comprehension, decoding and fluency skills. 

The District implemented Scholastic ReadAbout into all of our fourth grade classrooms in 2006-

2007.  We are planning on expanding that to all of our fifth grade classrooms in 2007-2008.  

Fasttmath was implemented into our third grade classrooms in 2006-2007 and available to our 

struggling math students with the assistants of our math teachers throughout the District.   In 

2007-2008 Fasttmath will be implemented into our fifth grade classrooms and expanded for our 

struggling math students. Our special education populations need alternative learning 



 

          25 

environments, which technology has the capacity to provide.  With videoconferencing, 

curriculum-related software and Internet sources; classroom walls can be broken down to give 

access to the world.  Students are able to participate in authentic real-world projects.  IEP Direct 

will be used to create IEPs by our special need teachers, and all teachers in the District will have 

access to it through our student management system, SASI.  By providing the information 

electronically to the teachers through password protected accounts, teachers will have easy 

access to their studentsô data and studentsô privacy will be maintained with the fear of printed 

documentation being left sitting out for students to see.  IEP Direct data will also be smoothly 

entered into the NY State Data Warehousing depositor through a simple export button instead of 

the District importing and exporting the files.  It will leave less room for human error and more 

accurate reporting data.  IEP Direct is much more user-friendly and more widely used than our 

present ClearTrac system.   It will sync with our SASI data on a regular basis. 

Technology resources enable students and teachers to directly access information from 

knowledgeable and experienced experts. Students become active learners and the teachers 

become the conductor/facilitator who orchestrate an effective learning environment. 

ñIt is essential that students learn information literacy: how to access and validate information 

and understand the organization of information.  It is also essential that students learn 

communications literacy: understanding the basic grammar of the Internet and interpreting 

information on the World Wide Web.ò -Alan November 

To effectively and efficiently accomplish our goals of continuous improvement, the 

following needs were identified: 

Standardization is necessary to provide equitable, consistent and cost-effective acquisition, 

training, implementation, and support. It also helps to provide continuity for students as they 

transfer within the school District. At the same time all schools have unique populations with 

unique needs. The technology plan must include a structured framework that allows schools to 

meet their individual needs, yet guide all schools in a consistent philosophy and implementation 

to produce the best results for all students.  

District Wide Area Network allows the Technology Department to provide shared 

resources such as software and the ability to easily update applications in a timely fashion.  

Fifty-three percent of all of our third through sixth graders polled have used the shared 
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folder.  This percentage will increase as student and teachers realize the potential to save a 

file in one location in the District and the ability to access it in another.  The network 

programs the District purchased seem to be all utilized by our students.  The District needs to 

continually research new technologies available such as online subscriptions to provide the 

best learning environment available.  The Technology Committee will be responsible for 

evaluating pilot programs. Nineteen percent of our third through sixth grade students use 

computers on a daily basis at school; 36% twice a week; and almost 46% only once a week.  

A disturbing fact that needs to be addressed is that after polling the teachers, it was 

discovered that 47% stated they use the computer lab for ñfree choice.ò  Our students clearly 

feel comfortable using the Internet with 74% of our third through sixth graders feeling they 

are excellent at it. However, only 43% feel they are excellent at word processing.  Word 

processing is a skill all students will need to be competitive in a global society.  The District 

will need to implement standards for each grade level in order to achieve that.  We have 

classrooms that are typing letters as early as first grade and others that donôt recognize the 

name Microsoft Word in fifth grade.   

The Technology Department will provide consistent and reliable professional service 

support.  Ninety-five percent of all calls will be taken care of within a 48- hour period.  It 

is evident that the Technology Department should play a role in integrating technology 

into the curriculum.  Members of the Technology Department will take an active role in 

assisting the teachers in creating projects to strengthen curriculum skills while learning 

technology standards such as word processing.   

Standardized testing is an important measurement of student, school and district 

performance. Technology has been shown to help younger and lower achieving students 

master basic skills. We must transform the learning environment into a place where 

assignments and the evaluation of those assignments are ñreal-worldò or ñauthentic.ò 

Such a transformation requires that the role of both teachers and students must change. 

Valley Stream UFSD13 will make the commitment to Ӟprovide adequate hardware, 

software and infrastructure to support creative and active learning environments.  The 

District will provide strategies to help teachers and students enhance productivity.  
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 The goal of this Technology Plan is to develop and implement an integrated curriculum 

and to teach students how to access, analyze, evaluate and communicate information.  

Our common belief is that a student-centered learning environment is ideal, where 

students are actively involved in real world, relevant, problem-solving learning. We wish 

to seamlessly integrate technology into the curriculum rather than add it on top.  

Computer literacy skills are essential 21
st
 century skills that students will need to be 

effective citizens.  We will be incorporating the Refresh NETS into our curriculum.  Our 

professional development will help teachers understand and utilize alternative teaching 

and evaluation methods made possible by technology.  The Technology Committee will 

constantly evaluate the effectiveness and utilization of technology.  The District will 

research and acquire software that meets specific educational goals, correlates with and 

enhances the curriculum and is compatible with teachers' philosophies. 

Our goal is for all of our students to become engaged learners, who are responsible for 

their own learning, who are energized by learning, and who are strategic and collaborate 

well with others. *These concepts are based upon the work of Barbara Means quoted in 

Plugging In at http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/edtalk/toc.htm 

Curriculum Integration Plan 

ñIntegrating technology throughout a school system is, in itself, significant systemic 

reform.ò    Don Knezek, Director TSSA Standards Project ISTE 

The District  will use Porterôs Educational Technology Planning Continuum of 

Technological Use as benchmarks for assessing technology integration. 

×Literacy Usesðtechnology is viewed primarily as an object of instruction 

×Integrating Usesðtechnology is generally employed to support traditional teaching/learning 

tasks 

×Transforming Usesðthe primary focus is on using technologies as complex learning & 

thinking tools 

  

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/edtalk/toc.htm
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Responsibilities: 

The Classroom Teacher is responsible, in collaboration with support personnel (i.e. 

technology specialist, library media specialist, media aides, technology assistants), during 

the initial phase of professional development, for teaching basic computer literacy, 

integrating technology into their curriculum and transforming uses.  Teachers drive any 

lesson objectives.  Teachers should integrate technology wherever it is beneficial to the 

learning process. 

The Media Aideôs responsibilities include supporting faculty and students with their 

technology needs.  This support includes setting up programs, ensuring the computers 

and printers in labs are running and general classroom troubleshooting. Additional 

responsibilities include reporting to the Technology Department individual buildingôs 

needs, such as ink, Internet filtering problems and hardware problems.  The Media Aide 

can set up websites for classes to use, provided they are given notice in advance of 

classesô scheduled times.   Media Aides may support classroom teachers in assisting 

students with basic computer literacy in computer labs. The Media Aide may also 

download videos from Safari and PowermediaPlus for classroom teachers to be used in 

computer labs. 

The Librarianôs role will be to teach students information literacy, research skills, 

accessing OPAC and online databases such as World Book Online, how to use search 

engines, online safety rules, copyright and plagiarism issues. 

The Technology Specialistôs role includes the creation of web pages with age-

appropriate links. The technology specialist will be involved in professional development 

and support teachers on a one-to-one level with technology issues. The Technology 

Specialistôs role also addresses the ordering of equipment, writing the Technology Plan, 

locating and writing grants, chairing the District level Technology Committee, and 

providing support for computer updates and hardware problems. 

The Technology Assistantôs role is to troubleshoot hardware issues, repair and replace 

parts as needed.  This position also involves software installation, ordering supplies, 

writing purchase orders, supporting teachers, creating classroom networks for print file 

and sharing, maintaining classroom networks, replacing ink cartridges, and maintaining 

computer labs.  The Technology Assistantôs job involves installing new equipment also. 

Administrat orsô role is to encourage and support teachers and students learning through 

technology and ensure all students have access to technology resources. 
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Instructional Strategies and Resources for Teachers 

2007-2008 MST  

 

T 

E 

A 

C 

H 

E 

R 

S 

F 

 

Valley Stream #13 

Resources and Links page  

WebLinks are updated on a daily basis- many websites are District teacher 

recommended and include featured websites that have interactive activities, 

simulations, videos, tutorials, animations, educational games, electronic books 

at: www.valleystream13.com/links/INDEX.HTM 

Valley Stream #13 Math 

Resources  

Hundreds of Math websites- organized  into content strands and grade levels by 

District specialists websites include quizzes simulations, tutorials, diagrams, 

pictures, animations, educational games, interactive activities, worksheets, & songs 

at: www.valleystream13.com/math/ 

Curriculum Overviews  Curriculum overviews available for teachers, students and community members to 

see at: www.valleystream13.com/Educators/curmaps/mathcurrciula.htm 

 

Curriculum Maps 

 

Online Valley Stream UFSD13curriculum maps posted in the professional 

development section of the website at: 

www.valleystream13.com/Professional_Development.htm 

Montage Safari videos 

available on District 

network at http://safari 
include number sense, 

statistics, algebra, 

geometry, & measurement, 

Science 21 curriculum 

videos and technology 

Safari montage has 109 math videos currently available consisting of Bill Nye the 

Science Guy, Cyberchase, Numbertime, and Sesame Street.  

81 Science videos include Earth Science, Environmental, Life, Space, Plant Life, 

Weather from All About Series, Arthur, Bill Nye the Science Guy, Edison Effect, 

Eyewitness Series, Krattôs Creatures,Life of Mammals, Magic School Bus,Peep, 
Prehistoric America and Totally Gross Anatomy. 

70 videos on Technology include Magic School Bus, Edison Effect, History of 

Invention, National Geographic, A&E, Bill  Nye the Science Guy, Eyewitness Series, 

48 videos on computers include Staying Safe: Strangers, Cyberspace & More, Using 

the Internet, & Cyberchase. 

Powermedia plus videos 

www.powermediaplus.com 
include number sense, 

statistics, algebra, 

geometry, & measurement, 

Science 21 curriculum 

videos and technology 

Powermediaplus has videos about Math  from Math Monsters, Beginning Math 

Adventures, Standard Deviants, and Mathline Series and has hundreds of Science 

videos including topics on Zoology, Biology, Ecology, Oceanology, Geology and 

Physics. 

Videos for Science include: General Science, Geology, Physics, Space, Biology, 

Chemistry, Meteorology, Zoology, Ecology, Human Biology, Botany, 

Oceanography and Genetics  in the following series: I Want to Know Series, Ever 

Changing Earth for Students, Biology Concepts for Students, Inventions for 

Students, The Life Science Starter Collection, and Games Galore 

Videos for Technology include Modern Library Skills, Inventions for Students, 

Magic School Bus 

Valley Stream 

UFSD13Science 21 links  

Valley Stream UFSD13created weblinks for Science 21 curriculum according to 

grade level and topics at: www.valleystream13.com/links/science21t.htm  

Valley Stream 

UFSD13Science 21 lesson 

plan links  

Valley Stream UFSD13created weblinks for lesson plans for Science 21 topics 

lesson at: www.valleystream13.com/links/scilp.htm 

Thinkinfinity website  Replaces NY State Marco Polo website provides lesson plans and student materials 

at: http://www.marcopolo-education.org/home.aspx 

Virtual Museums  Museum around the world has links organized by countries at: 

icom.museum/vlmp/world.html 

 

  

http://www.valleystream13.com/links/INDEX.HTM
http://www.valleystream13.com/math/
http://www.valleystream13.com/Educators/curmaps/mathcurrciula.htm
http://www.valleystream13.com/Professional_Development.htm
http://safari/
http://www.powermediaplus.com/
http://www.valleystream13.com/links/science21t.htm
http://www.valleystream13.com/links/scilp.htm
http://www.marcopolo-education.org/home.aspx
http://icom.museum/vlmp/world.html
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2008-2009 ELA 
T 

E 

A 

C 

H 

E 

R 
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Website name Website description and links 

Integrated Social 

Studies\ELA 

Curriculum 

New York State Social Studies Resource Guide with core curriculum integrates 

NY State ELA standards and uses and understanding by design template. Includes  

lesson plans, student handouts, and technology links through Putnam Northern 

Westchester County BOCES. 

Cyberguides Cyberguides are supplementary standards-based, web-delivered units of 

instructional centered core works of literature. Each cyber guide contains teacher 

and student editions, standards, and task www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/cy68.html 

Read, Write and Think Read, Write and Think is a website created by the International Reading 

Association at: www.readwritethink.org/lessons/index.asp?grade=0&strand 

=0&engagement=0 

Reading A-Z.com Reading guides, activities and over 700 books to download- District has a 

subscription at: www.readinga-z.com 

VocabularyA-Z.com Currently has over 4,700 vocabulary words with lesson plans that include: graphic 

organizers, vocabulary worksheets, activities, games, and a week's worth of 

vocabulary instruction. 

Powermedia plus videos 

www.powermediaplus.c

om 

Powermediaplus.com has audio books, Childrenôs Literature, Read-alongs, 

Grammar and Sentence Structure, Reading Skills, Research Skills, and writing and 

Communication Skills videos including Max the Mouse Whole Language Series, 
Introduction to Parts of Speech, I Want to Know, Standard Deviants School 

English, Perfect Vocabulary, Aesop's Fables, Curious George, Grimm's Fairy 

Tales, Hayley Mills Storybook Series, Rabbit Ears Children's Literature Collection, 

Strega Nona, Superstories, Weston Woods Critics Choice Collection and The 

Harold Syntax Guide to Grammar Basics. 

Montage Safari videos 

available on District 

network at http://safari 

Safari has ABC, Composition, Creative Writing, Grammar, Reading, 

Comprehension, Spelling, Whole Language, Word Recognition, and Writing Skills 

from Sesame St. and Between the Lion Series videos. 

  

http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/cy68.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/index.asp?grade=0&strand=0&engagement=0
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/index.asp?grade=0&strand=0&engagement=0
http://www.readinga-z.com/
http://www.powermediaplus.com/
http://www.powermediaplus.com/
http://safari/
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2009-2010 Social Studies 

 
T 

E 

A 

C 

H 

E 

R 

S 

 

Website name Website description and links 

Integrated Social 

Studies\ELA Curriculum 

New York State Social Studies Resource Guide with core curriculum integrates 

NY State ELA standards and uses and understanding by design template. Includes 

lesson plans, student handouts, and technology links through Putnam Northern 

Westchester County BOCES. 

Social Studies 

instructional strategies 

and resource guide 

Produced by teachers and published by NY State Ed Department.  It includes grade 

content understandings, concept/themes, focus questions, classroom activities, 

evaluation strategies, interdisciplinary connections and suggested resources, and 

Internet sites at: www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/pubss.html. 
NARA National Archives and Records Administration is a great resource for primary 

source documents at: www.archives.gov/index.html. 
Time For Kids Online version of Time for Kids contains current events and the ability to search 

for older articles at www.timeforkids.com/TFK/. 
SAFARI Videos at 

http://safari  

(in District only) 

366 Social Studies videos available on District network in the following areas: 

American History, Ancient History, Biographies, Black Studies, Economics, 

Historic Periods, Legends & Supernatural, Military History, Multiculturalism 

Religion, Transportation, Women's Studies ,World History from the Dear 

America Series, Freedom: A History of US, Landmarks, Royal Diaries, Libertyôs 

Kids, and Primary Geography. 
Powermedia Plus 

videos at: 

www.powermediaplus

.com 

132 videos in Area Studies, 56 videos on Multicultural videos 95 audio, 53 videos 

on Government and Law 181 Speeches, 54 videos on Geography 67 audio, 33 

videos on Families and Communities 14 audio, 357 videos about US History 174 

audio, 103 videos in World History- 97 audio, 52 videos on Economics, 39 videos 

about Ancient Civilizations 34 audio, 29 videos on Historical Biographies 15 audio 

files, 36 videos on European History 40 audio files on, Mythology & Drama, 

Podcasts & Teachers Guides include Standard Deviants, School American 

Government Series, Globe Trekker, Lollipop Dragon's, World of Maps & Globes, 

History through Literature, Ancient Civilizations Starter Collection, American 

Heroes & Heroines, and The Way We Live: Connections. 

  


